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On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I extend my thanks and gratitude for your 
generous support in 2021. These have been difficult and demanding times for 
everyone, yet once again, the School has been strengthened and sustained by the 
enduring loyalty of the BGGS community. 

The ways in which our School community responded to the challenges and 
frustrations associated with COVID-19 over the past year have been inspiring— 
in particular, I acknowledge the outstanding work of the Principal and BGGS 
staff who diligently ensured Grammar girls had quality educational experiences 
both on campus and each time the School implemented remote online learning. 

Some might wonder why a well-resourced school such as ours seeks donations, 
particularly in times of uncertainty. As we consider the events of the past two 
years and what may lie ahead, now, perhaps more than ever before, we need to 
foster a strong and sustainable financial foundation to maintain excellence in a 
changing environment. This benefits not only our current students but future 
generations of girls and young women. 

This is where your philanthropic investment in the education of girls really 
matters. While tuition fees cover the ongoing operating costs of the School 
today, philanthropy helps to provide access, opportunities and resources for 
the education of girls in the years ahead. The generosity of our donors in 2021 
created real progress for access and equity, funding two new means-tested 
bursaries for future students who otherwise could not attend Girls Grammar. 
Your support contributed in other important ways too, such as infrastructure and 
physical resources that enhance the teaching and learning experience for all 
students.

However you chose to get involved, thank you again for your philanthropic 
investment in a Girls Grammar education. I very much look forward to reuniting 
as a community in 2022.

Ms Julie McKay (2000) 
Chair of the Board of Trustees

An investment in girls’ education 
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How do you prepare a young girl for her future? At Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School, we believe an excellent education begins with curiosity and courage. 
From the very first day a Grammar girl walks through the white picket 
fence, our teachers encourage her to be curious, interested, inquisitive and 
courageous—to be bold enough to ask questions and share ideas, to be brave 
enough to persist when challenges and obstacles emerge. 

2021 was certainly not short of challenges. We all experienced ongoing 
disruption and constant change. For our teachers and students alike, it has 
been a continual balancing act—when to be agile and adapt to new ways 
of doing things, and when to hold firm to the principles and practices that 
have guided excellence in teaching and learning for generations at Girls 
Grammar. 

There was much to be proud of in 2021. Once again, we saw remarkable 
individual and collective achievements and the School’s Annual Review shares 
more information about all aspects of School life. After two years of studying 
in difficult circumstances, the Class of 2021 achieved outstanding ATAR 
results with more than 79 per cent achieving a score of 90 or above. Two 
students received scores of 99.95, the highest ATAR possible; only 32 such 
scores were awarded across all of Queensland. 

Whatever their future path, we wish all our students well when they leave us. 
We may not always know about their accomplishments in their life beyond 
school, but we believe they have been well educated and well prepared. 
Similarly, in philanthropy we may not always know about the lasting impact 
of our giving, but we believe the act of giving will lead to positive change. 
When you make a donation to Girls Grammar, you are helping us to prepare 
girls for their future. The School’s inaugural Giving Day for bursaries was a 
wonderful example of the BGGS community’s belief in the power of a good 
education to transform lives.

Our annual Impact of Giving report is an uplifting reminder of the difference 
we can all make to others. We are so fortunate that our students are 
supported in their access to exceptional learning opportunities through the 
continued generosity of our community. 

As always, the School is deeply grateful for your support and commitment 
to a Girls Grammar education. Although you may not always directly see the 
impacts of your altruism, I hope you feel satisfied and proud of your role 
in enabling an exceptional education for girls so that they are prepared for 
their future. 

Ms Jacinda Euler 
Principal

Preparing for the future 

Impact of Giving Report 2021 5

‘Our annual Impact 
of Giving report is an 
uplifting reminder of 
the difference we can all 
make to others.’



Philanthropic priorities 

Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s philanthropic priorities are focused on four pillars that are essential to the  
School’s commitment to a broad, liberal education for girls.

Bursaries 

Girls Grammar fosters a climate of opportunity and has a rich history of educating girls from diverse backgrounds. 
Through bursaries, the School is committed to offering the life-changing experience of a Girls Grammar 
education to girls who may not otherwise be able to attend the School.

Buildings 

Providing inspirational teaching and learning spaces in all curriculum areas supports students to achieve their 
full potential. Girls Grammar will continue to invest in infrastructure projects to engage and challenge girls in 
interesting ways. 

Library

Housed in the Elizabeth Jameson Research Learning Centre, the Beanland Memorial Library contains a vast array 
of specialist resources to spark curiosity, imagination and discovery, and deepen knowledge. 

Sport

The School has a long tradition of encouraging students to train and perform to their highest potential in their 
chosen sport, ensuring girls have access to excellent sports facilities, equipment and programs for their physical 
and mental wellbeing. 

In 2021, more than  
$900 000 received  
from 580 donors

$438 706 raised for 
bursaries in just 12 hours  
on our first Giving Day 

Oldest donor 
from Class of 1938 and 
youngest donor 
from Class of 2020

More than 350 
volunteers gave their  
time to support BGGS 
activities
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2021 philanthropic highlights 
We are living in extraordinary times—and in these times it might feel impossible 
to look to the future with any sense of hope or optimism, when being in the 
present seems so demanding and ever-changing. It is, perhaps, instinctive to be 
preoccupied with our own immediate needs before the needs of others.

Of course, engaging in the act of philanthropy is always about the future—the 
individual and collective belief that we can make a difference, that we can do 
something to improve and enable better outcomes and opportunities, to help 
others and lift them up beyond their imagination. Philanthropy plays a critical 
and evolving role in Australian society, and it is important to foster the next 
generation of philanthropists to go out into their communities, engage with and 
support areas of need.

Our collective Girls Grammar philanthropy genuinely made its mark in 2021, with 
more than $900 000 raised in total. I give my sincere thanks to all in the School 
community who have supported our philanthropic priorities during another 
challenging year. Your generosity enables us to continue to build upon the 
principles on which BGGS was founded—to provide an excellent education for 
girls so that they may thrive in all their endeavours. 

A highlight of the year was the School’s first Giving Day in October, dedicated 
to raising funds towards the BGGS Bursary Program. A special group of donors 
committed to double, dollar-for-dollar, every donation received on Giving Day to 
create twice the impact—and, in just 12 hours, more than 490 donors contributed 
more than $438 000. This was affirming, demonstrating the compassion and 
commitment from parents, students, alumnae, support groups, staff and trustees 
to enable girls from a wide range of backgrounds to attend Girls Grammar. 

A vibrant and accessible School environment, where students are enriched by 
diverse experiences and different perspectives, is integral to a Girls Grammar 
education. Providing means-tested bursaries supports promising future students 
who will contribute to and benefit from this deep experience, but who could not 
otherwise attend our School. The School is delighted to be able to offer two new 
bursaries, commencing in 2023, thanks to our Giving Day supporters. 

As always, the School’s support groups led by example during the year—once 
again demonstrating tenacity and patience to ensure as many activities as possible 
could proceed. The giving of time, collegiality and friendship are essential 
elements in a strong and connected community and we are grateful to all those 
who volunteer their time and energy to assist the School.

Thank you again for supporting the education of our current and future students 
by giving to BGGS. 

Ms Georgina Anthonisz 
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations

Engaging in the act of 
philanthropy is always 
about the future—the 
individual and collective 
belief that we can make a 
difference. 
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One day—a lifetime of difference
It was 7.30 am on Wednesday 20 October and the Main Campus was already 
humming with school life. Against the backdrop of a beautiful spring day in 
Brisbane, jacarandas in full bloom, Girls Grammar’s first Giving Day was about 
to begin. With a goal to raise $300 000 towards bursaries, there was nervous 
anticipation about what might unfold over the next 12 hours.

As girls streamed through the gates, they had a chance to get involved by 
making a gold coin donation in return for a Girls Grammar pocket heart or a 
blue slushy, a popular initiative led by the House Service Captains. Meanwhile, 
final preparations were underway in the Louise McDonald Room for the ‘Giving 
Day HQ’—a volunteer centre where a dedicated group of 30 parents, past 
students and teachers would gather during the day to make phone calls to raise 
awareness about, and encourage support for, the BGGS Bursary Program. 

‘To our incredible line of Grammar Women: past, present 
and future.’ 

Bursaries contribute to social equity, access and inclusion, offering life-changing 
opportunities through fee assistance for students who would otherwise not be 
able to attend Girls Grammar. The School launched the first BGGS bursary in 
2018 followed by a second bursary in 2020, both funded through the generosity 
of philanthropic donations and bequests. There is, of course, more work to 
do to increase the number of bursaries available. Chair of the Board, Ms Julie 
McKay (2000) explained:

‘We want to ensure that a Girls Grammar education is accessible to the widest 
possible group of young women. To do that, we need to continue to build our 
Bursary Program, so it’s not just one young woman who can benefit, but many 
young women over time. Giving Day is a chance to bring the School community 
together to invest in the education of those girls who, without our support, may 
not be able to become Grammar girls.’

‘Giving back to a community that has given me so much.’

Giving Day simply would not have been possible without the initial belief and 
commitment of a special group of matching donors who agreed in advance to 
match all donations made on the day, dollar-for-dollar. The P&F Association, 
the Old Girls Association and the Board of Trustees kindly provided the initial 
match gifts, giving BGGS the confidence to proceed. Several alumnae and BGGS 
families, past and present, also offered match gifts to help create momentum. 

And on the day itself, there was certainly momentum in the Giving Day HQ! 
Donations started to tally quickly on the live website, alongside inspiring and 
positive messages from those contributing. By mid-afternoon we had reached the 
$300 000 goal and set a stretch goal of $400 000. A little healthy competition never 
hurts and supporters were encouraged to nominate their House when making 
their donation, but it didn’t really matter which House won (go O’Connor!). It was 
particularly rewarding to see gifts of all sizes and donors of all ages, with younger 
Grammar Women getting involved alongside older alumnae, and staff and families 
all coming together to give the gift of a good education. The hard work and 
positive energy of our volunteers was greatly appreciated throughout the day. 

‘The gift of education can never be underestimated.  
Go Grammar!’
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‘Girls’ education is a wonderful cause!’

‘Thank you for all you do for our girls.’ 

‘Making a difference through kindness and the gift of 
education.’

As we look forward to Girls Grammar’s 150th anniversary in 2025, there is 
great excitement for the future as we create our next significant chapter in 
the education of girls. A strong Bursary Program is integral to this and we look 
forward to sharing more about plans for Giving Day 2022 later this year.

By 8 pm, 498 donors had contributed an incredible $438 706. The funds raised 
will enable the School to provide two new full bursaries for two future students 
to complete Years 7 to 12 at Brisbane Girls Grammar School. Applications will 
be sought from eligible families this year so that our new Bursary students can 
commence at Girls Grammar in 2023. We know they will be warmly welcomed 
into our School community. 

Giving Day was a genuine celebration of the spirit of giving and will have a 
deep and lasting impact on the lives of future Grammar girls, providing them 
with the opportunity to explore their full potential and contribute to our 
School. As Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, noted:

‘The power of one specific day, dedicated to philanthropy, is that it can unite 
and inspire us all to strive to do something to make a difference, in whatever 
way we personally can.’

‘Thanks from a former recipient of the School’s generosity.’

‘For the care shown to our daughter and for those coming 
after her.’

“For the women whose 
education has shaped 
us, and for those who 
will in future.”
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Beanland—the woman behind the name
An educated young woman and accomplished teacher who was destined to make a profound 
contribution to the education of girls in Queensland.

Sophia Louisa Beanland (1884) Brisbane Girls Grammar School Main Building 1887

The Sophia Beanland Circle was inaugurated in 2020 
and is named in honour of Miss Sophia Beanland, fourth 
Lady Principal of Brisbane Girls Grammar School from 
1882 to 1889. Those who choose to include a gift in their 
Will are recognised, if they wish, with membership of the 
Sophia Beanland Circle.  

In 2017, Ms Rachael Christopherson, then Head of 
Beanland House, travelled to Bradford in Yorkshire, 
England, to find out more about this remarkable woman. 

Miss Sophia Beanland was born in 1852 in Bradford, a 
thriving industrial town of 100 000 in north England. 
Life for girls and women at that time was very different 
to today. Generally, they were expected to marry, 
have children and undertake domestic duties rather 
than pursue education, employment or professional 
careers. There were, however, significant social changes 
beginning to emerge, including the suffragette 
movement and the concept of providing an education 
for girls. 

By the 1850s, Sophia’s hometown of Bradford had 
experienced rapid population growth and migration, as 
it became an international centre for the manufacture of 
textiles, particularly woollens. This brought wealth, prosperity 
and progress to the civic life of Bradford. For Sophia, it 
brought personal opportunity. Educated, confident and 
independent, she studied at London University and then 
Girton College at the University of Cambridge where she 
obtained a teaching qualification.  

In 1875—the year Brisbane Girls Grammar School was 
founded—Miss Beanland took up a teaching position at 
the newly established Bradford Girls Grammar School. 
She became an advocate for young women, often publicly 
voicing her opinion about the contribution that women 
made, and could make, to their communities. Committed 
to the liberating nature of education, Sophia described it as 
‘the most important subject that can engage the attention 
of mankind’, noting that education shaped a woman to be 
‘more independent in spirit, more developed in character,’ 
and that ‘a woman had the right to a fuller life’. 

Brisbane Girls Grammar Main Building 1884
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In 1882, Miss Beanland, then aged 31 years, and her mother 
Mrs Esther Beanland, made the long and daring trip by sea 
from England to Brisbane—at that time a small colonial 
outpost—to begin her appointment as Lady Principal of 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School.

Miss Beanland believed that girls should receive a holistic, 
rather than a narrow, education. Based on her own education 
and early teaching experiences at Bradford Girls Grammar 
School, Miss Beanland ensured the students at Brisbane Girls 
Grammar School received a balanced curriculum comprising 
numeracy and literacy, mathematics and science as well as 
languages, music, art and physical education. She hired 
accomplished teachers from overseas to teach the girls and 
was conscious of preparing the students for the entrance 
exams to Sydney University and universities in England (The 
University of Queensland did not open until 1911).

Proving to be a progressive visionary, Miss Beanland also led 
significant advances to the School’s facilities. This included 
the construction of the School’s iconic Main Building and 
the establishment of a staff reference library, later named the 
Beanland Memorial Library now incorporated within the 
Elizabeth Jameson Research Learning Centre. A believer in 
the value of physical education to enhance girls’ learning, 
Miss Beanland also launched a special appeal in 1886 to raise 

funds for the construction of the School’s first gymnasium 
and tennis courts and the establishment of the School tennis 
club and annual tennis prize. 

In 1889, Miss Beanland became ill and, on her doctor’s 
advice, returned to England. However, she maintained a close 
relationship with Brisbane Girls Grammar School for the 
rest of her life. In 1915, she established the Esther Beanland 
Medal in memory of her mother—an award in textile design, 
originally in needlework. The Esther Beanland Medal 
continues to be awarded at the School’s Annual Speech Day 
and Distribution of Prizes to celebrate the creativity and craft 
of exceptional Grammar girls.  

When Miss Beanland died in 1925, she bequeathed her estate 
to Brisbane Girls Grammar School ‘as a remembrance of Sir 
Charles Lilley’, the School’s founder, together with the gold 
bracelet watch she received as a gift when she left the School 
in 1889.  

Miss Beanland made a profound contribution to the 
education of girls in Queensland. An advocate for gender 
equality, the value of education and the belief every student 
has potential, Miss Beanland has left a lasting legacy at 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School and we are proud to honour 
her memory.

Girls Grammar students in the 1880s

Sophia Beanland Circle 

Including a bequest in your Will is a powerful and inspiring way to leave a lasting gift that will help enrich the lives 
of future generations of women. After making provisions for your family and other beneficiaries, it is a chance to 
support girls’ education at Brisbane Girls Grammar School. 

Those who choose to include a gift in their Will are recognised, if they wish, with membership of the Sophia 
Beanland Circle. The School is very grateful for the bequests it received in 2021. 

If you would like more information about making a bequest to Brisbane Girls Grammar School, please contact 
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations, Ms Georgina Anthonisz, for a confidential discussion on  
+61 7 3332 1383 or email development@bggs.qld.edu.au.

References

Christopherson, R. (2017). Sophia Beanland: Visionary, Pioneer, Dream-weaver. Brisbane Girls Grammar School Insights (2017),  
https://insights.bggs.qld.edu.au/?p=21626

Brisbane Girls Grammar School.  A Proud History.  https://www.bggs.qld.edu.au/about-brisbane-girls-grammar/our-history/
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Girls Grammar is committed to ensuring students have 
access to art, not only in their Visual Art curriculum 
studies, but also as part of their daily learning 
environment. The School art collection includes more 
than 400 works of art in a variety of media and we are 
always pleased to receive gifts that enhance the collection. 

Grammar Woman and established artist, Kylie Elkington 
(1983), has generously gifted five of her artworks to the 
School in recent years. Kylie’s work, which captures the 
beauty of natural wilderness and themes of life cycle, has 
been recognised with many award nominations. 

Gifts of beauty       
Her works are also held in the permanent collections of 
several regional galleries, the CQ University and a number 
of corporate collections. 

Kylie’s passion for the natural environment translates 
through her art—she describes observing nature 
as ‘endlessly fascinating’. Kylie has found plenty of 
inspiration in the rugged landscape of Tasmania, where 
she has been based in Deloraine for the last few years 
alongside her husband, renowned artist Richard Dunlop. 
BGGS was delighted to receive two of Kylie’s works in 2021, 
Fir and Billilla Gardens.

References

Harris, V (2014). A Creative Journey – Selected Artworks by Joyce Hyam. Profile on Queensland female artist, Joyce Hyam, from 1960 to 2008. 

Kylie Elkington (1983) with her artworks in Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler’s, office.
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The School was also very grateful to receive 22 works by the late respected 
Queensland artist and Grammar Woman, Joyce Hyam (nee Anderson, 1940), 
kindly donated by Joyce’s daughter, Vivien Harris (1970). 

Born in Brisbane in 1923, Joyce was the eldest of four children in a cultured 
family—her mother studied art in England before World War I and then later 
in Brisbane under Vida Lahey. Joyce commenced at Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School in 1937 and naturally her favourite subject was Art. Her Art teacher,  
Miss Cottew, was a source of education and influence. In 1938, while in Form 
IVD, she was awarded a Certificate of Merit for her art. Joyce left school, 
working in secretarial positions for several years during wartime. 

In 1959, Joyce, by now a wife and mother, began more formal art training at 
the Central Technical College on George Street in Brisbane, studying freehand 
drawing, colour study, general design, light and shade, and painting. She later 
studied interior decoration as well as lectured and taught classes. After joining 
the Royal Queensland Art Society in the early 1960s, Joyce began to exhibit her 
paintings alongside other contemporaries such as Margaret Olley, Milton Moon, 
Don Ross and Roy Churcher. Throughout the 1960s, Joyce continued to exhibit, 
receiving increasing recognition for her art. In 1968, her family spent a year 
living in Munich where Joyce had private lessons from the inspirational Waki 
Zollner, and studied the technique of batik.  

During the 1970s, Joyce remained actively involved in the Queensland arts 
sector, continuing to teach at the Queensland College of Art, exhibit and 
write—in 1972, she published Interior Decoration for Australian Homes, one of the 
first books of its kind. By the early 1980s, her interests had evolved, and she 
began to focus her creative practice on textiles, using marbling cross-stitch, 
machine quilting and painting techniques on canvas to create art works. Over 
the next two decades, Joyce collaborated with other female artists to promote 
the textile arts, exhibiting regularly and continuing to teach. She is recognised 
for her colourful, imaginative and abstract style as a textile artist. 

Joyce Hyam with artwork circa early1960s

Joyce Hyam Textile Art

‘I aim to produce work 
which sings and glows’.

—Joyce Hyam
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Nurturing our community
After another difficult year, which 
posed significant challenges to many 
BGGS families, we acknowledge 
and thank Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School’s Parent Support Groups 
for being the cornerstone of our 
community and essential to the 
School’s success. From volunteering 
countless hours to support students, 
teachers and families to generously 
donating to enhance girls’ passion 
in Clubs and Activities—the support 
from these groups was extraordinary. 

The Parents & Friends Association 
represents all parents—every parent 
is considered a member. During 
the School year, parents volunteer 
their time to support a wide range 
of events, sporting and musical 
activities, as well as ensuring the 
smooth running of the P&F Uniform 
Shop. The Association also provides 
valuable financial assistance to a 
range of projects.

In 2021, the P&F Association 
provided generous support towards 
the School’s Giving Day, as well 
as funding new outdoor chairs 
and tables on campus for students 
to access during break times. In 
particular, the P&F Association 
provided support to five co-curricular 
clubs, with funds for chess clocks, 
recording studio time, and Chinese 
cooking classes, among other 
initiatives. The girls were encouraged 
to think about projects and submit 
written proposals to support their 
suggestions.

President of the P&F Association, 
Dr Cate Campbell, said while the 
support group values helping the 
School with ‘big’ donations, they 
felt ‘a great deal of satisfaction from 
helping with “small” initiatives’. 

Parents and students enjoyed a host 
of beloved school events, including 
the Year 12 Picnic—an afternoon 
held at Rangakarra Recreational and 
Environmental Education Centre, 
where Year 12 students relaxed with 
their parents while enjoying live 
music and a picnic. 

The Mothers Group and Fathers 
Group both worked hard to provide 
the iconic cake stall and BBQ stall 
for Open Day, both were a great 
success in terms of funds raised, and 
community spirit generated. The 
Mothers Group raised $10 000 for 
the School’s 2021 Charity, Share the 
Dignity, a very generous donation 
which delighted and inspired our 
students.

The School’s Music Support 
Group provided assistance to the 
Instrumental Music Program, 
working tirelessly behind the scenes 
to prepare for virtual performances 
while raising funds to support the 
ongoing purchase of instruments. 

The Water Polo Support Group 
offered practical support to students 
and staff, acting as team managers 
and scorekeepers throughout the 
season. The Water Polo Support 
Group plays an important role in 
welcoming incoming Year 7 students 
and their families, as for many, Water 
Polo is one of their first opportunities 
to meet other members of the BGGS 
community. 

The Rowing Support Group 
continued to provide essential support 
to the School’s Rowing program—
from organising early morning 
breakfasts after training to hands-
on help at rowing regattas. Rowing 
families gathered at the annual 
Rowing River Social to raise funds to 
support the continued provision of 
appropriate equipment and resources 
for the Rowing program.
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‘From volunteering 
countless hours to 
support students, 
teachers and families 
to generously donating 
to enhance girls’ 
passion in Clubs and 
Activities—the support 
from these groups was 
extraordinary.’

Thank you to all our parent 
volunteers in 2021:

Parents & Friends Association

Mothers Group

Fathers Group

Music Support Group

Rowing Support Group

Water Polo Support Group
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Celebrating the sisterhood— 
the Grammar Women network
In the true spirit of embracing 
sisterhood (and a little hard 
work!), the Old Girls Association 
(OGA) partnered with the School’s 
Development and Alumnae Relations 
team to offer events and reunions 
for Grammar Women, whenever 
possible. While plans and aspirations 
had to change often, we were pleased 
to connect with alumnae of all ages 
during the year.

Fast becoming an annual tradition, 
the OGA held the first Grammar 
Women gathering of the year in 
February—a networking drinks in 
Brisbane with more than 40 past 
students in attendance representing 
year groups from 1978 to 2020.

On Wednesday 10 March, the 
Principal and the President of the 
OGA co-hosted a special afternoon 
tea to acknowledge the School’s 
Foundation Day, joined by 50 past 
students who graduated over 50 years 
ago. Current and past students joined 
together for a ceremonial cutting of 
the cake to celebrate the 146th year of 
the School. 

Also in March, a group of 25 
Grammar Women visited the Spring 
Hill campus for a private tour of 
the newly opened Science Learning 
Centre led by Director of Science,  
Dr Sally Stephens.

  Thank you for inviting me to such 
a wonderful event. What amazing 
opportunities the girls have, and 
I hope they come to realise how 
world-class their science education is

   —Chloe Yap (2013)

After a year of postponements and 
patience, the classes of 1980, 1990, 
2000 and 2010 finally celebrate their 
milestone reunions in July, while the 
class of 1971 and starting classes of 
1957 and 1958 reunited in October. 
For the first time, the dress code 
included face masks and guests did not 
disappoint with their stylish COVID-
safe attire! 

It is never difficult to find inspiration 
and learn from others in the Grammar 
Women network—students, families 
and alumnae enjoyed an opportunity 
to hear from entrepreneur, columnist 
and media commentator, Jessica 
Rudd (2000), and Managing Director 
for Louis Vuitton (Oceania), Libby 
Amelia (2001), at a Grammar Women 
Leaders and Game Changers panel 
discussion moderated by Principal, 
Ms Jacinda Euler. Both speakers 
inspired attendees with their insights 
into the importance of deep cultural 
understanding, hard work and 
persistence, and the value of an 
optimistic outlook when building a 
business in a global market.

The stunning European Masterpieces from 
the Met exhibition at GOMA offered 
another opportunity for past students 
to connect around a shared interest or 
stimulating topic. Twenty-five women 
joined a private tour led by Grammar 
Women, Lorraine Thornquist (1967) 
and Jan Blackford (1958), who are also 
GOMA art guides, followed by lunch at 
the Gallery.

While it was more challenging to hold 
events beyond Brisbane, gatherings 
for alumnae on the Gold Coast and 
the Sunshine Coast went ahead for the 
first time, with year groups represented 
from 1952 through to 2001. Grammar 
Women living in Canberra also came 
together to network and make new 
connections.

The Grammar Women community 
comprises past students of all ages and 
a diverse spectrum of personal and 
professional experiences. Engaging 
with and nurturing our youngest 
Grammar Women is an area of focus 
and 2021 saw the launch of two new 
initiatives in partnership with younger 
alumnae. 
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The Grammar Women—Grammar Girls Mentoring Program was launched at the 
beginning of the year, offering a way to strengthen links between current students 
and young alumnae who have graduated from BGGS in the last five years. The 
program aims to facilitate discussions between students and those who have 
recently navigated their own transition into life beyond school. Ten mentors 
supported 30 students during the year, providing guidance on pursuing academic, 
personal or other goals. 

Meanwhile, a group of BGGS and BGS young alumni created Nil Sine Live, 
a live music showcase at The Triffid in Brisbane. The evening included live 
performances from bands and DJs who are alumni of BGGS and BGS. More than 
100 young alumni attended, with plans to make this an annual event. 

The year concluded with another Grammar Women Leaders and Game Changers 
event—this time, a virtual webinar featuring journalists, Lenore Taylor (1981) and 
Ali Rae (2005), in conversation with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, about the role 
and value of contemporary journalism in a strong democracy. While it was not 
possible to gather in person, it was exciting to welcome Grammar Women to join 
online, wherever they were in the world. 

Whatever happens in 2022, the Grammar Women sisterhood will  
stay connected!

‘The Grammar Women 
community comprises 
past students of all 
ages and a diverse 
spectrum of personal 
and professional 
experiences.’
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Donors 
Jacinta Akers

Olga Alexandratos

Georgina Anthonisz

Natasha Arnedo

Jonathan & Yvette Askew

Margaret Attwood

Ann Badger

Chris Bailey

Mr A & Dr M Bale

Banh family

Laurence & Katrina Barnes

Claire Barnett

Gay Barnett

Eugene & Andree Barry

L & M Battaglia

Dr A Bell AM

Bell & Co Accounting & Tax

Gerri Bernard

Betzien Duffield family

Bizzell Foundation

Inais, Matisse, Persia & Arabella Black

Gavin & Claire Blake

Blucher family

Sherrie Blundell

A & E Boden

Krishna & Gayathri Bodla

Bowden family

Sarah Boyle-Devaney

Mr M Bradburn & Dr S Harding

Mrs Kay Brassil 

Brickwood family

Troy, Betty-Anne & Gabriella Briggs

James & Jane Bright

Reagan & Leigh Brosnan

Fiona & Catriona Brown

Craig & Ruth Chowdhury

Natalie Christa

Maryanne Christie

Rachael Christopherson

Kara Chudleigh

Clark family 

Maria & Brett Clark

Narelle Clarke

Kate Clarkson

Clothier Greer family

Paul Clewley

Astrid Coates

Catrina Codd & David O’Driscoll

Margaret Comino

Sophie Conias

Kristine Cooke

R & L Cooke

Sarah Cooper

Suey Cooper

Corbin family

Jill Corrigan

Mr T Cory

B & S Cox

CPAP Select Greenslopes

Dr T Cribb & Dr S Pichelin

Crosisca family

Tennille Cummings

Laura Cunning

Anthony Cupitt

Anne Cutting

Czislowski family

Judi Dallas

Wendy Danalis

Rodney Dann & Sally Matthews

Captain T Davey

L & S Davidson

Thank You 
The Board of Trustees and the Principal, on behalf of the School, 
thank members of the Girls Grammar community for their generous 
support in 2021 and in years past.     

Dr Alison Bruce

Brittany Brusasco

Keryn Bryce

S Buckley & D Dunk

Dr Barbara Burge

Christine & Chris Burgess

J & M Burke

Dr P & Mrs J Burke

Byrne family

Ms S Cali

Campbell family

Caposecco family 

Cardell family

Cardell-Ree family

Carley family

R & K Carrett 

Rebecca Castley

Mrs Ann Caston

Caton family

Chambers family

Chris & Kylie Chambers

Dr A & Dr J Chang

C Chang & N Kambe

Frank Chang & Carol Lee

Dr L Chang & Dr Y Ku 

Yan Ki Chang

Chen family

Dr C Chen & Ms Z Li

Philip Chen

Mr Y Chen & Ms X Wang

Cheri Chern

Anne Chidgey

CC Chiong, Angeline Heng & 
Rachel Chiong

Dr K Choo & Dr M Thomas

D & M Chow
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Lesley Davies

Jenny Davis

B Dawson AM

DeSouza family

J de Viana

Di Bartolo family 

Jim & Tina Diakogiannis

Carolyn Dimento

Jenny Do

Dr C & Mrs Y Donnelly

Kathy Dooley

Dr N & Dr A Dore

Marion Dowling

James Duncan & Jill Banks

Brooke Dunlop

Brigadier P Dunn

Retha du Plessis

James & Sarah Earnshaw

Penelope Eden

Marla Edwards

Isabella Elcock

R & B Ellem

S Elliott & L Stevens

The Ekeocha family

Jacinda Euler

G Falkenhagen

Fanning family 

Feros family 

Carole Ferrier

Raechelle Finch

Fisher family

C & A Fitzpatrick

Mr D & Mrs L Fogden

Maggie Forrest

Rachel Fraser

Emily Frazer

Dr M Fry

Fu Family

Caitlin Gallagher

Mel Galloway

Gandhi family

Patrick & Brooke George

Jacinda & Mark Geritz

Gianduzzo family 

Carol Hunter 

Lt Col G & Mrs J Hurcum

Anne Ingram 

Isbel family

Alison Jack

Elizabeth Jameson AM &  
Dr Abbe Anderson

Ruth Jans

Sue Jeavons

Megan Jenner

Nicole & Jaimee Jessop

Eldene Johnston

Dr A & Mrs A Jones

Hannah Jones

Jennifer Jones

Llew & Ceri Jury

David Keane

Margaret Kelly

Ellen Kemp

Geraldine Kettle

Isobel Khursandi

Kate Kildey

Nathan & Caitlin King

Dr Susan King (nee Duke) &  
Mr Andrew King

The Kirk family

Kolff van Oosterwijk family

Koorts family

Tatiana Korknobel

J Kruger & L Tang

Rebecca S Kugelmas

Roger Lago

Ginn Lai & Lily Huang

Lane family

Sachin & Navi Lashand

Lily Lau-Coombs

Beth & David Leach

Karen Lennon

Melinda Lewis

H Lin & T Chu

Ying Lin, Peiheng Hu & Sunnie Lin

Francis & Nelly Liu

Liu family 

The Hon Justice John Logan &  
Mrs Janice Logan

Bridget Lowry

Liz Gibbs

M & E Giles

Gottumukkala family

Emily Granger

Trudi Granger

Green Options

D & P Greig

Mr M Gresham & Ms W Wang

G Griffin

Mr P Griffin & Ms S Schleicher

Ngaire Groves

Rebecca Groves

Hadzivukovic family

Ms J Hammer AM

Janet Hanscomb

Hapgood family

Harding-Smith family

A & S Harper

Pauline Harvey-Short OAM

Dr L & Mrs K Hatzipetrou

Dorothy Hawkins

Heath family

Henley family

J Hennessey

Jennifer Heyworth-Smith

Margaret Hickey

Isabelle Higgins

F & K Higginson

Dr Cherrell Hirst AO

Noela Hirst

Mr R & Mrs K Hirst

Dr T Ho & Dr T Tram

Ben & Lilian Hoare

Hodge family

Kirsten Holden 

Hoyling family

Teresa Howard

Dr M Howes & Ms S Hogarth

Belinda Hsueh

Jackie Hua & Eric Ma

Leo Hua & Chris Luo

Tao Huang & Mengjie Qiu

Helen Hume

B & H Hunter
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Emma Lowry

Kerry & Neil Lucas

Lui family 

Allison Luque

Margaret Lush

Adam & Elizabeth Lusk

Lutz family

Lyall-Wilson family

Kayley McCorley

Chloe McCormack

Mr S McCullough & Mrs T Davern

J & C MacDonald

D & A McDonnell

Ruth McGrath

Frances McInerney & Sean Martin

Laurie Mackay

McKay-Churchill family

E Mackenzie

J McMillan

M McMurdo AC

Sienna Maher

Dr Kathryn Mainstone

Jacinta Mallam

Manique family

Aleksandra Markovic

Jane Martel

Sanggavi Mayooran

Kylie Meek

Sue Meeking

Heather Meinecke

Sean Middlemass & Majella Pollard

Mark & Susan Middleton

Milani family

Andrew Miller

Candace Millman-Doyle

Colin Mills

P & M Mitchell

Cathryn Mittelheuser AM

Dr Melda Moffett

Sophie Moore

Mr S & Mrs L Morton

Brett Munro & Stephanie Walker

Murcott-Green family

Murphy family

Catherine Myers

Suzanna Nash

R Newsome & K Britt

Kerryn Newton

Dr Jennifer Nevard

Dr C Ng & Dr C Ling

Helen Ng

Kim Nguyen

Nicklin Medical Services

Arne & Sandra Nilsen

Masa & Emi Nishiyama

Dr A Obermair & Dr M Janda

Offermann family

Amanda O’Hara

Susan O’Hare

C & H Orr

Danielle O’Sullivan-Fox

Helen O’Toole

Bradley Page & Deral Tanil

C N Pang & W M Lee

Ellena Papas

Dr Juanita Pappalardo & Dr Matthew 
Peters

Lasanthi Paranavithana

Lara Parker

Parker family

Parr family

Meghan Parry

Libby Patrick

Miranda Patten

G Paull & H Armstrong

Payman family

Dr Jane Peake

Sylvia Pegg

David & Amber Pennell

Rachael Pery-Johnston & Ross Francis

Cara Phillips

E Phua & F Phua-Wu

Andrew Pollock

Tejasvi Potluri

Dr G Powell AM

Lisette Pregelj

Toby & Monique Prior

Susan Pritchard

David & Emily Pryor

Dr C & Dr N Pulle

Christine Purdy 

Yvonne Qin

Louise Quinlan

Angela Rae

Dr C Raffel & Ms K MacNeil

Dr S Ranjan & Dr N Saraswat

David Rawson

Megan & Paul Readdy

Tressa Reddie

Remedios family

A Rich & M Daniels

J & D Richards

Simone Roche

Emma Ross

Jacqui Ross

Violet Ross

Dr Rothwell & Dr McBride

Dr Bev Rowbotham AO

Drs A & S Ryan

Timothy Samios

Nina Sayer

Olivia Saywell & family

Janine Schmidt AM

Joan Schubert

Kelly Seipel & Hae-Uk Hong

Dr Kim Selwa

Elaine Serisier

Pamela Shannon

G & B Shapland

Shaw family

Professor A Shoemaker

Shorrock-Browne family 

Jasjeet Sihota

Anne Simi

Petriea Skitek

Dianne Small

Mr H Smerdon AM &  
Mrs S Smerdon

Julie Smith

S Smith & S McAree

Lucy Snelling

Mr S & Mrs K Somerville
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Thank you also to 135 donors who have chosen to remain anonymous.

Thank you to the School’s Support Groups for their important contribution and service 
throughout the year.

Parents & Friends Association 

Mothers Group

Fathers Group

Music Support Group

Rowing Support Group

Water Polo Support Group

Old Girls Association

Sommerfeld family

Carol Sorensen

Georgia Souyave-Murphy

Tammy & Andrew Spiller

Bill, Karen & Ava Stafford

Meredith Staib

Ann Stark

Dr Sally Stephens

Stephens family 

Dr Kay Stewart

Katrina Strotton

Swale family

Swindells family

Yong Su & Qingfen Lin

Y Sun & S Su

Dr T Taheri & Mrs S Roohygohar

Kat Talbot

Danielle Taylor

S & A Taylor

Esandi Tennakoon

Quy Anh To

Mark & Fiona Tobin

Annie Tong

Brendon & Kerrin Thomas

Dr P Thomas & Dr T Davey

Stephanie Thomas

L Thornquist

D & S Thottunkal

Trappett family

Phoebe Tronc

Mr Jim Truesdale

Steven Van der Ros

John & Linda Van Lieshout

Madison Varshney

Diane Voller

Dr P & M Vujovic

Wacker family

Lili Wackwitz

Ellie & Lisa Walsham

Lisa Walters

Rong Wang

S & L Wang

Portia & Miranda Ward

S Warner & A Rich

Diane Watson

Bethel Webb

A & S Wells

Betty & John Wernham

Karyn Wernham

Reverend P Wetherell

Wille family 

Brian & Dawn Williams

R Williams

Mark & Paula Williamson 

Joan Wilkinson

Emmie Willis

E Wilson

Sue Wilson

Wong Phan family

Elizabeth Worth

Wright family

John Yates

Suzhen Ye

Yong Gee family

Mr A Young

Professor J Young AM & Mr M Curtis

Young family

Yu family

Mr S Yuen & Mrs H Jiang

Zelich family

T Zeng & Q Zhao

P & N Zentveld

Zhao family

Liana Zhong

Sophia Beanland Circle
Anonymous

Mrs Kay Brassil

Dr Barbara Burge

Mrs Ann Caston

Mrs Julie Caton

Mrs Lesley Davies

Mrs Jenny Everett

Mrs Jeanette Lockey 

Gifts in Wills 
The Estate of Tova Blumberg

The Estate of Joyce Hyam

The Estate of H G Joughin

Gifts in-kind
Kylie Elkington 

Rodney Williams
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